
DD AWARENESS MONTH KICK-OFF
March 4th, 2010 - Ohio Statehouse, Columbus, OH

“Just Like You”
The DD Awareness Month Kick-off event was held 
on March 4, in Columbus, Ohio. The event brought 
over 300 people from all around the state. Those in 
attendance included individuals with disabilities, 
family members, service providers and advocates. 
REM Ohio was proud to be a part of this event.

Terri Porter, Kathryn Redding, Marsha Keely,  and Joy 
Kerek from the Central Region were in attendance to 
show their support for DD Awareness Month. 

What has your site done 
to celebrate DD Awareness 

month? Tell us about it! We will be 
featuring a DD Awareness Month recap 

in our next newsletter. Send us your stories 
and YOU could be in the next newslet-

ter!

The event also featured self-advocates that were 
kind enough to share their inspirational stories 
with everyone. Individuals from People First, 
Ohio PATHS, Partners in Policymaking and other 
organizations spoke about the positive aspects of 
their lives and how far the DD community has 
come. 

They also pointed out several aspects that they 
would like to see change. The self-advocates 
expressed how important it is that we all keep 
pushing the message that we are all the same. 
The main message that was taken from this event 
is that no one should judge others for the way 
they are. Remember that those with disabilities 
are just like you. 

Lon Mitchell, executive director of Ohio Public 
Images, along with John Martin, Director of 
DODD, kicked off the event by discussing the 
name change acheivement. In 2009, many 
organizations within our field fought for the words 
“mental retardation” to be dropped from the 
language. After a lot of hard work by providers, 
state senators and people like you, we were all 
able to make an impact within our field. 

Special guests included State Representative, 
Debbie Phillips; State Senator, Jimmy Stewart; 
State Representative, Ted Celeste; and many 
more. These guests assisted the DD community 
in celebrating the much-needed name change. 
They also took the time to share what they hope 
to accomplish in our field for 2010. 

For more info on this event check out 
www.rem-oh.com or 

www.publicimagesnetwork.org


