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REM Ohio Seeks Public Support for those with Developmental Disabilities
In honor of DD Awareness Month, REM Ohio invites all local communities to support and accept those with disabilities.
AKRON, OH – REM Ohio Inc., and other related organizations celebrate Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in March, and invite you to consider the true meaning of this year’s theme, “Together.”  
Statewide, and across the nation, organizations devoted to serving individuals with developmental disabilities are planning special events in March to raise public awareness of the many abilities people have, regardless of disability. “Together” encourages people to understand that when people with disabilities are welcomed into local neighborhoods, workplaces, schools and houses of worship, everyone wins.

"This is a time when our organization focuses on encouraging the public to better understand the state’s nearly 400,000 Ohioans with developmental disabilities," said Carla Parker, State Director for REM Ohio.  

REM Ohio plans to participate in the statewide Developmental Disability Awareness Month Kickoff Event in Columbus, Ohio on March 3, 2011. The event is open to the public and will focus on peoples' similarities rather than differences. Ohio Public Images will employ various media to depict the many ways in which people with developmental disabilities are participating, together with all people, in their communities. The awareness event will spotlight many opportunities that are emerging in this spirit around the state.
“During Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, we encourage everyone to learn more about the people within our state and local communities who have developmental disabilities and to recognize that all of us have talents and abilities we can offer to make this a better place to live,” says Parker. ‘Together’ we can accomplish more.”

During March, Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, get acquainted with someone who has a developmental disability. You’ll learn that everyone has something to offer and that when we are all together our communities are stronger, we accomplish more and everyone wins!
For more information on how you can bring awareness to your community, please visit www.rem-oh.com 
#####

About REM Ohio

REM Ohio provides an array of high-quality services for people with developmental disabilities and other complex conditions throughout Ohio, with a state headquarters located in Akron, Ohio and regional offices in Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati. The company currently employs 605 full time and 324 part time employees. The individuals and families supported by REM Ohio have a variety of needs, all of which are met within the communities where they live, work and play. Because each person’s needs and preferences are different – and often change over time – REM Ohio offers a range of community-based residential and non-residential programs and supports. 

REM Ohio is a partner of The MENTOR Network, an organization dedicated to providing high-quality, community-based services to adults and children of all abilities, headquartered in Boston, MA. Founded in 1980, The MENTOR Network has evolved from a single residential program to a national network of local human services providers, offering an array of services to adults and children with developmental disabilities, acquired brain injuries or other catastrophic injuries and illnesses; youth with emotional, behavioral and medically complex challenges; and elders in need of home care. 

