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Autism Speaks, REM Ohio Listens

In honor of Autism Awareness Month, REM Ohio invites all local communities 
to advocate for those with autism.

AKRON, OHIO - REM Ohio Inc., and other related organizations celebrate Autism Awareness Month in April, and invite you to promote awareness within your communities.  Autism Awareness plays a vital role in improving the quality of life for people on the spectrum and their families.

It has become a known fact that 1 in every 110 children has been diagnosed with autism, including 1 in 70 boys. This represents a staggering 57 percent increase from 2002 to 2006, and a 600 percent increase in just the past 20 years. As these numbers continue to increase, the budget for developmental disabilities is decreasing thus leading to services being compromised. 

That is why REM Ohio plans to participate in the Legislative Advocacy Day at the Ohio Statehouse on April 14, 2011 at 10:30 AM for Autism Awareness month. Self advocates, families, and professionals in the autism and developmental disabilities communities are encouraged to meet with legislators about why home and community-based services remains important to people with disabilities. Advocates are urged to tell their stories, as well as to share ideas and suggestions for initiating and increasing available services.  
“It is imperative that self-advocates, family members and friends in our local communities come together and show their support at the Ohio Statehouse for Legislative Advocacy Day,” says Carla Parker, REM Ohio Executive Director. “Our families and community are in need of your continued support, advocacy and voice to increase awareness and improve the services available to individuals with Autism throughout Ohio.”

During April, Autism Awareness Month, get acquainted with someone who is on the spectrum and find out what you can do to help. For more information on how you can bring awareness to your community, please visit www.rem-oh.com 

#####

About REM Ohio

REM Ohio provides an array of high-quality services for people with developmental disabilities and other complex conditions throughout Ohio, with a state headquarters located in Akron, Ohio and regional offices in Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati. The company currently employs 605 full time and 324 part time employees. The individuals and families supported by REM Ohio have a variety of needs, all of which are met within the communities where they live, work and play. Because each person’s needs and preferences are different – and often change over time – REM Ohio offers a range of community-based residential and non-residential programs and supports. 

REM Ohio is a partner of The MENTOR Network, an organization dedicated to providing high-quality, community-based services to adults and children of all abilities, headquartered in Boston, MA. Founded in 1980, The MENTOR Network has evolved from a single residential program to a national network of local human services providers, offering an array of services to adults and children with developmental disabilities, acquired brain injuries or other catastrophic injuries and illnesses; youth with emotional, behavioral and medically complex challenges; and elders in need of home care. 

